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KBAS General Meetings 
 

Thursday, February 9, 2012 6:30 
p.m. Management of Prescribed 
Fire as Habitat Enhancement for 
Birds [Primarily the Bald Eagles at 
Bear Valley] by Hallie Rasmussen 

 
Hallie is currently the Visitor Services 
Manager at the Klamath Basin 
Refuges and has worked for the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service for the past 
10 years. Her roots are in Wisconsin 
where she obtained her Master of 
Science degree and also started her 
career at the Horicon National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

 
Her passion is to teach people about 
the natural world and getting youth 

International Crane Foundation 
541-383-2033 

 
Gary will describe the biology of 
Sandhill Cranes and discuss the 
origins of cranes that use the Klamath 
Basin and the Pacific Flyway. He will 
highlight differences between the 
subspecies and discuss their 
conservation needs. Gary works for 
International Crane Foundation and is 
also a PhD candidate at Oregon State 
University (OSU). His undergraduate 
degree is from Humboldt State and 
masters in Wildlife Science is from 
OSU. Gary served as a biologist at 
several western National Wildlife 
Refuges for 18 years (15 at Malheur 

www.savingcranes.org "Working 
worldwide to conserve cranes and 
the wetland, grassland, and other 
ecosystems upon which they depend" 

 

 

 
All meetings at the County 

th
 

outdoors. She also assists in the fire National Wildlife Refuge). He has “Meeting Room,” at 4 and 

program at the Refuge and will speak 
about how prescribed fire is used in 
habitat management. Specifically, 
Bear Valley Refuge is heavily 
managed by the fire program for the 
habitat of Bald Eagles that roost there 
each year. Come to the February 9 
meeting and learn how fire is used for 
the management of species habitat 
and see some of the equipment that 
is used during these prescribed burns 
[fire shelter, nomex, possible drip 
torch, etc.]. 

 
Thursday, March 8, 2012 at 6:30 
p.m. Gary Ivey, Western Crane 
Conservation Manager  

over 30 years of experience working 
with wetlands, waterfowl and 
waterbird management and 
conservation planning in the west, 
with particular emphasis on sandhill 
cranes in the Pacific Flyway. Gary is 
the primary author of the 
Intermountain West Region 
Waterbird Conservation Plan and is 
assisting the Intermountain West 
Joint Venture with waterbird 
conservation planning. His PhD 

project is a study of wintering ecology 
of Sandhill Cranes in California. He 
also serves as President of both The 
Trumpeter Swan Society and Malheur 
Wildlife Associates, the friends group 
for Malheur Refuge. Visit our 
website! 

Pine Streets, Klamath Falls 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
If you are willing to accept an 
electronic copy of The Grebe 
delivered to your in-box, we urge 
you to send your email address to 
The Grebe Editor at 
MChristian1@charter.net or call 
her at 541-850-0084. Also notify 
her if you wish to continue 
receiving a paper copy. Note that 
The Grebe is also posted on the 
KBAS website. By the way, 
electronic versions are much more 
attractive: the pictures are clearer 
. . . and it’s more colorful! 
 
Thank you. 
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President’s Message . . . Kathy McKeehan 
 

Our committees have been busy. 
There is so much to share that it is 
hard to know where to start . . . 

 
We have a new conservation chair: 
Marshal Moser has kindly stepped up 
to take the lead. Many thanks and 
welcome aboard. 

 
The job of membership is big; we now 
have two people doing the job. Kathy 
Essex will be dealing with the 
mailings. Jo Massey is compiling the 
rest of the information and data for 
the membership. 

 
Jim Rooks, program chair, has secured 
excellent speakers. He is also the lead 
on the Scott Grants. We gave away 
$4200 in Scott grants to local schools 
this year. This year we had the most 
applications ever. Nine schools will 

be having assemblies with Denny 
Olson and 10 classroom teachers have 
different projects. These will reach 
over 1900 students. 
 
Ellen Minicheillo and Beth Zemke lead 
the education committee. The recent 
PLAY Outdoors (Promoting Lifelong 
Activities for Youth Outdoors) at the 
Event Center was a huge success.  

Beth put in some 40 hours of work! 
 
Kevin Spencer of course, is always 
where the birds are; Christmas Bird 
Count, Coast Trips, and Raptor 
surveys. No small job! 

 
Diana Samuels and Anna Wenner plus 
the key volunteers are busy with the 
Winter Wings Festival. This is a very 
important event for KBAS. The 
money that is raised enables us to 

help schools and other conservation 
efforts. 
 
What you read in the H & N’s is put 
together by Darrel Samuels. The 
Grebe is a great source of 
information. Marilyn Christian has 
her hands full just trying to get us all 
to hand in our articles! Both of these 
people are doing a great job. 

 
Of course we can’t forget Beth Phillips 
urging people to bring treats to our 
general meetings. Do sign up and 
share your treats with us. 

 
It’s a job for the board to keep up with 
all of these activities and help where 
we can. It is a privilege to work with 
everyone. If you find you have 
an hour or so to give, we have lots of 
happenings coming up. 

 

 

 
Conservation . . . by Marshall Moser 

 
As the new conservation chair here is my first attempt to give 
the membership a brief summary of some conservation 
issues, especially around the Klamath Basin. 

 
KBAS and other local conservation organizations are 

monitoring motor vehicle management plans that the US 
Forest Service is doing. New maps of the roads within 
Winema-Fremont National Forest, with rules, will be released 
to the public through the local Forest Service offices February 
14

th
. KBAS is also monitoring planning for an Off Highway 

Vehicle (OHV) site to possibly be established within the area 
National Forests. 

 
A plan to help restore former beaver habitat, mostly within 
the National Forests is being coordinated by the Klamath 
Watershed Partnership. Oversimplifying, the idea is show 
people how to prevent problems (“beaver deceivers”), use 
beaver, and, when necessary, move beaver from problem 
areas to areas where they are needed. Another volunteer 
conservation organization, LightHawk, helped do aerial 
surveys of occupied and potential beaver habitat on portions 
of the Upper Klamath watershed during 2011. The 
importance to the ranchers and farmers is multiple but 
especially by creating meadows, raising water tables, and 

increasing growing season water flows while reducing flood 
flows as well as helping fish and other wildlife. Washington 
State did a survey of former beaver populations throughout 
Washington and calculated that, if restored, it would increase 
water storage by over 1 million acre feet. 

 
In other local conservation news, ODFW has asked the public 
to help revamp the sport fishing regulations by submitting 
proposals online through their website, and there are several 
ongoing stream restoration projects going on around Klamath 
County by several organizations (often working together). 

 
Around the state the biggest news may be that several 
conservation groups have filed a 60-day notice of intent to 
sue the State of Oregon for illegal take of Marbled Murrelets 
on State Forest lands. The potential litigation comes after 
decades of trying to work through the Oregon Department of 
Forestry to improve logging practices on State Forests which 
continue to have some of the worst logging practices of any 
publicly managed lands in the Northwest. This lawsuit covers 
the Elliot, Tillamook and Clatsop State Forests. It goes after 
specific sales and also argues that State Forests have a 
pattern and practice of disregarding Marbled Murrelet 
protections. 
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Field Trips Schedule for 2012. . . Kevin Spencer, Chair 

 
February 
Winter Wings Festival - For 

registration details, see the website, 
www.winterwingsfest.org 

 
March 
Clear Lake NWR: March 24 
[tentative] - Visit the sage steppe at 
the edge of The Great Basin, Modoc 
County, in the late winter. Early 
migrants will be arriving, and resident 
birds will be gearing up for breeding 
season. This will be an early rise trip. 
Road conditions could alter the 
destination. If interested in attending, 
contact Kevin Spencer, for departure 
time and trip details: 541-884-5739 or 
rriparia@charter.net 

 
April 
Moore Park Trail Hike- April 21: 
Birdwatch along a portion of the 
newly constructed trail overlooking 
Upper Klamath Lake. This hike will 
include some inclines and uneven 
surfaces. Sturdy shoes are 
recommended. This trip will end 
around noon. Meet at the US Fish and 
Wildlife Office parking lot for the 
short drive to the trailhead. Bring 
water, lunch, snacks, binoculars, 
sunscreen, hat and field guide. 
Leader(s) TBA. 

 
May 
MBD [International Migratory Bird 

Day], at Veteran’s Park, Lake Ewauna, 
Klamath Falls, all day on May 12. 

May [Continued] 
NAMC - [North American Migration 

Count], also May 12. Birds are 
counted in assigned areas within 
Klamath County, for a 24 hour (or 
mostly all day) event. Contact Kevin 
Spencer if interested in participating. 
 
The Road to Copco Reservoir- 
May 19: Enjoy lower elevation 

birding during migration without 
enduring the bumpy Klamath Canyon 
drive. The drive will include stops in a 
variety of habitats in route to Copco 
Reservoir. The trip will return in the 
afternoon. Carpools will depart at 
7:00 a.m., from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Office parking lot. Bring 
water, lunch, snacks, binoculars, 
sunscreen, hat, and field guide. 
Leader(s) TBA. 

 
June 
Caledonia Oaks at Running Y- June 
9: enjoy a leisurely walk around the 

undeveloped area of Running Y, in a 
predominately oak-conifer habitat. 
This trip will last past noon. Driving 
between walking areas and stops in 
the shade will be included. Carpools 
will depart at 7:00a.m., from the US 
Fish and Wildlife Office parking lot. 
Bring water, lunch, snacks, binoculars, 
sunscreen, hat, and field guide. 
Leader(s) TBA. 

 
July 
Wood River Wetlands Botany and 
Birds – date TBA: learn the flora 

within this area at a time when they 
are flowering. Of course, nesting 
birds will be present too. This trip will 
last past noon. Carpools will depart at 
7:30 AM from the US Fish and Wildlife 
Office parking lot on California Street, 
Klamath Falls. Bring water, lunch, 

 
August 
Chapter Picnic: date, time, and 

location TBA 

 

 
 
For all field information, contact: 
Kevin Spencer, Field Trip Chair, 
rriparia@charter.net or 541-884-5739 
to register, ask questions, have 
suggestions or can lead a field trip. 

 
NOTE: Please check the KBAS 
website for updates on additional 
field trip information: 
www.klamathaudubon.org 
 

 
 
USF&WS office is located at 1936 
California Avenue, off the on-ramp to 
Hwy 97 South from Nevada/ Oregon 
Ave. Times stated are START/LEAVE 
times. 

 

 

Field Trip Reports . . . by Kevin Spencer 

 
Klamath Falls CBC, December 17, 2011: We had a Superb 

Day! Mild temps, sunny, and with none to little wind made it 
pleasant to be outside. The count tallied 110 species, which is 
in the top five compared to all of the counts done in the last 
30+ years. The interesting finds are in bold letters below. The 
results reflect the hard work done by the participants in order 
find such unusual to rare birds for the Basin at this time of 
year. The day ended with a great potluck at Bill and Julie Van 
Moorhem’s home. Many thanks to them for their hospitality. 

Species seen: Pied-billed Grebe, Eared Grebe, Double-crested 
Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Black-crowned 
Night Heron, Tundra Swan, White-fronted Goose, Canada 
Goose, Cackling Goose, Mallard, Gadwalll, Green-winged 
Teal, Northern Shoveler, Nothern Pintail, American Wigeon, 
Canvasback, Redhead, Ringed-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, 
White-winged Scoter, Common Goldeneye, Barrow’s 
Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck, 

http://www.winterwingsfest.org/
mailto:rriparia@charter.net
mailto:rriparia@charter.net
http://www.klamathaudubon.org/
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Field Trip Reports . . . Continued 
 

Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s 
Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, Rough-legged 
Hawk, Golden Eagle, American Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine 
Falcon, Prairie Falcon, California Quail, Virginia Rail, 
American Coot, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson’s Snipe, Mew Gull, Ring-billed 
Gull, California Gull, Herring Gull, Glaucous-winged Gull, 
Eurasian collared-Dove, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Barn 
Owl, Great Horned Owl, Northern Pygmy Owl, Belted 
Kingfisher, Acorn Woodpecker, Red-breasted Sapsucker, 
White-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Black Phoebe- 4, Steller’s Jay, 
Western Scrub Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Common Raven, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Mountain Chickadee, Oak Titmouse, 
Bushtit, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Pygmy Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Rock Wren, Bewick’s Wren, 
Marsh Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Western Bluebird, Townsend’s Solitaire, Hermit Thrush, 
American Robin, Varied Thrush, Northern Mockingbird, 
European Starling, American Pipet, Cedar Waxwing, Orange- 
crowned Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Spotted 
Towhee, Song Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Red- 
winged Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed 
Blackbird, Brewer’s Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, House 
Finch, Pine Siskin, Lesser Goldfinch, American Goldfinch, 
House Sparrow. 

 
Thanks to all participating! Dave and Heather Larson, Dave 
Hewitt, Julie Van Moorhem, Marilyn Christian, Frank Mayer, 
Kevin Spencer, BJ Matzen, Glenn Smith, Jean Clark, Matt 
Begley, Mark Bowden, Marshal Moser, Wes Stone, Mary Ellen 
Sargent, and Lois Phillips. 

 
Tule Lake CBC, January 2, 2012: The day started out clear 

and with mild temps for winter, but soon the wind really 
increased making it a tough day for birds. Still the participants 
managed to tally 81 species which was quite good 
considering those conditions. Some highlights included: a 
count high of 290 Yellow-headed Blackbirds, a Black Phoebe, 
Belted Kingfisher, Say’s Phoebe-3, and six Hermit Thrush all 
found at one location near the refuge headquarters. The lack 
of ice on the refuge really spread out the waterfowl through- 
out the area which really made counting them difficult. A 
Ferruginous Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, and Horned Lark seen a 
day after the count brought the total species to 84. 

 
Special thanks to Dave Larson, Nordensten, Dave Hewitt, 
Frank Lospalluto, Michael Park, Kevin Spencer, Julie Van 
Moorhem, Marilyn Christian, Frank Mayer. 

Crescent City, January 14 and 15: A small group from 

KBAS went over to explore the coast for a winter weekend. 
The group saw approximately 85 species over the one and 
half days around Crescent City. 
 
Some folks expressed that watching a Peregrine harrassing 
shorebirds [Sanderlings and Black-bellied Plovers] and gulls at 
the harbor was the highlight; while some thought up-close 
views of Black Turnstones and Surfbirds were outstanding. 
Others thought the Western Gull stuffing a five-legged 
starfish into its mouth was interesting. The starfish went down 
slowly, foot by foot. The last I saw it was down to two. For me, 
it was the Northern Caracara, exactly at the 37 mile marker 
along Highway 101 [I’m probably the last person in CA to see 
it], while everyone else had already seen one. 
 
It was interesting watching the three White-fronted geese, 
one Snow, and one Ross goose all parading across the 
exposed mudflats on the north side of the harbor during a 
very low tide. We saw all three scoters, and all three 
cormorants (only 1 Brandt's), and of the grebes, saw 
Western, Horned, Eared, and Pied-billed. I think we whiffed 
on the Pacific Loon, but saw plenty of Common and Red- 
throated, some at close distances. Black Oysercatchers put 
on a show, and two Whimbrels, near Battery Point 
Lighthouse, looked at us like they had found a secret section 
of the rocky shore. Of the alcids, just one or two distant 
murres were seen. One Bald Eagle was seen, a 2nd winter 
bird, flying over the harbor. A male Anna's Hummingbird was 
seen and heard singing at Anchor Beach Inn parking lot. Of 
the gulls, Western, Glaucous-winged, Mew, and California 
were loafing at the Harbor. A Herring Gull was seen patrolling 
along the Smith River. I suppose if we scanned and studied 
long enough we might have been able to ID other species of 
gulls, and maybe even a Ring-billed, but that'll have to be on 
another trip. One of the sought after birds for the trip, 
Harlequin Duck, was not seen. The group did get to study 
several Red-breasted Mergansers up close. One Red- 
shouldered Hawk was seen and two American Dippers, heard 
calling and also singing at a Rogue River stop. 

 
The group had spectacular weather; the seas were calm, and 
the low morning tide allowed us to cross onto Battery Point 
Lookout for great views, and venture out a ways on the 
harbor breakwater jetty. We explored along Pebble Beach 
Road, and Point St. George, where some [presumed] Aleutian 
Geese were flying around and a Marsh Wren showed itself 
briefly, and the only White-winged Scoter of the trip. 

 
Alan Barron's book, A Birdfinding Guide to Del Norte County, 
Calfornia was indespensible: It was right on with maps, 
descriptions, and expected species. Thanks for going: Mary 
Ellen Sargent, Mary Kelley, Virginia Bary, and Bill and Elain 
Deutschman. It was a fun trip. 
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A 

KBAS Grants Awarded . . . by Darrel Samuels, Vice President/Publicity Chair 

 
t their December meeting the Governing Board of KBAS awarded a total of $6200 in grants to local elementary 
teachers and to Everett's Veterinary Clinic.  The KBAS/Scott Grant program annually supports local elementary 

teachers in their efforts in environmental education, field trips, and outdoor learning activities.  A separate KBAS grant 
program awards up to $2,000 to individuals or groups who further KBAS mission and goals. Previous grants have been 
awarded to Badger Run Wildlife, Friends of Moore Park, and Everett’s Veterinary Clinic.  Both grant programs are 
funded, in large part, by the financial success of the annual Winter Wings Festival.  The KBAS/Scott Grants program is 
also partially funded by the Wayne and Lois Scott Endowment through the Oregon Community Foundation. 

 

 
 

This year 18 area teachers representing 9 schools received grants of up to $300 to 
support their outdoor science programs, field trips to the refuge, a school nature 
area project, and school assemblies. Denny Olson, otherwise known as “Doc Wild,” 
will repeat his featured performances at the 2012 Winter Wings Festival and is 
available for school assemblies prior to the Festival. The Board felt that funding 
these assemblies at 8 schools would be an excellent opportunity to reach a large 
number of children with Olson’s environmental performances. In total, this year’s 
grants of $4200 will reach about 1900 elementary school children. [KBAS President 
Kathy McKeehan presents a $250 check to Stearns Elementary teachers Jamie 
Hawkins and Milissa Juhl at a school assembly. Principal Steve Hamlin is at far right]. 

 
A separate $2000 KBAS grant was awarded to Everett’s Veterinary Clinic to continue 
their work in treating injured wild birds, especially raptors. Everett’s Clinic has a 
policy of treating all wildlife that is brought to them, and the KBAS grant will help 
supplement their out of pocket expenses as the cost of treating an injured bald eagle, 
for example, can Range up to $1000. 
[ KBAS Treasurer Mary Kelley presents a $2,000 check to veterinarians Tawnia Shaw 
(center) and Sheree Everett (right) to continue their work in treating injured 
wild birds]. 

 

 

33rd Winter Wings Festival . . . by Diana Samuels 

 
REGISTRATIONS: As we go to press, almost 21 out of 57 activities that require registration are closed. Not 

surprisingly, our field trips are selling out first. 19 of 25 field trips are closed. 

 
For the 2012 Festival we introduced a wait list for each event that fills so if there are cancellations, we can 
contact folks on the wait list. Kudos to our Registrar Molly Russell for managing the waitlists and making 
the ensuing schedule adjustments. 

 
Our registrations are running ahead of last year by a couple of 
weeks [415 at press time]—we hope that trend continues! 
Anne Wenner worked with Smith Bates to distribute 3500 
postcards to birders on the West Coast. We also contacted 
past festival attendees with special offers to return to the 
festival. Discover Klamath will be blanketing the I-5 corridor 
with television commercials featuring the upcoming Winter 
Wings Festival in late January and early February 2012. 

 
VOLUNTEERS: We still have quite a few openings for 

volunteers. You may register online for volunteer 
opportunities by going to our website online registration 
system (TRS). We are particularly in need of KBAS table 
volunteers who will be selling plush birds, birding guides, 

raffle tickets, etc. Have questions about volunteering? 
Contact JoAnn Clifton at 541-850-9212 or leave a message at 
877-541-BIRD. 

 
VENDORS: Vendor applications are also running ahead of 

last year. Our vendor coordinator Beth Phillips has done a 
great job managing this effort; we are quickly approaching 
capacity for vendors. Some noteworthy 2012 vendors are 
Leica, Shearwater Journeys, Rockjumper Birding Tours, 
Canon, Habitats Peru, and Sophie Webb. 

 
RAFFLES: Speaking of Rockjumper Birding Tours, they have 

donated a $2500 gift certificate to our raffle for a future high 
quality international birding tour. Check them out at 
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33rd Winter Wings Festival . . . Continued 
 

www.rockjumperbirding.com and watch for raffle details at 
www.WinterWingsFest.org. We also have a second raffle 
courtesy of our House of Homes Realty sponsor of two Alaska 
Airlines travel vouchers. We will be selling raffle tickets for 
both items on our website in addition to having them 
available from our Klamath Basin Audubon Board members in 
February and at the KBAS sales table Friday and Saturday at 
WWF. Opportunities for birding and travel---raffles don’t get 
much better than this! 

 
FREE EVENTS: Don’t forget to come out for the free stuff! We 

have seven (count them) free events. Friday, it’s the Feather 
Atlas developed by Pepper Trail, a Birds of the Basin Talk by 
Ron Larson and an eBird data/conservation talk by Klamath 
Bird Observatory Director, John Alexander. Saturday Denny 
Olson returns to Klamath Falls with Doc Wild’s Unhuggables 
and Professor Guano’s Migration Magic. 

 
Later that day, Brian Sullivan with the Cornell Lab explains 
eBird—Global Tools for Birds. Finally on Sunday, we have 
Doris Valencia returning from Peru to give her Peruvian Avian 
Riches and Conservation talk. 
 
BEAR VALLEY: Bear Valley Refuge is now closed to public 

entry since the access road is private. Please respect this 
decision by not taking private cars onto the Bear Valley Road 
for bald eagle viewing before, during, or after the festival. We 
have made arrangements to bring buses to Bear Valley to 
view the bald eagles leaving their roosts. Sign up for the 
Saturday F9 or Sunday F17 Flyout for this experience. 

 

 
 
 

THE WILLIE WAGTAIL . . . by Lou Leidwinger, Karratha, W. Australia 

 

Willie is one of Australia's most beloved birds, inhabiting open areas in rural and 

urban environments.  Willie is a black and white member of the fantail family, a 
family of small, active insect eating birds. Fantail species are found in Australia, 
Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Southeast Asia and the Philippines. 

 
Willie can be found throughout Australia, as well as in Eastern 
Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. There are five other 
fantail species which occur in Australia and they are generally 
restricted to more specialized habitats than Willie. At 7-8 
inches in length, Willie is larger than other fantails. 

 
When feeding, fantails typically skitter through the branches 
of vegetation flaring their tails and flicking their wings to flush 
out hidden insects, which they then dart after to catch. Willie 
doesn't flair his tail as much as other fantails, but nervously 
twists it from side to side, over his head and occasionally 
moving it in circles, at the same time flicking his wings. 
Unlike most other fantails, Willie spends a good deal of time 
on the ground erratically running about hunting insects. He 
also chases insects on the wing, and a loud "snap" of the bill 
can often be heard when an insect is taken. 

 
Willie is quite comfortable around human structures, and can 
be seen patrolling under eves and peering into crevices 
looking for spiders and insects. The nest, made of dried grass 
and spider web, is generally placed on a horizontal branch of 
a shrub or tree 3 to 45 feet above the ground. Occasionally 
Willie will nest on the sides of buildings, much like barn 

swallows. Willie very aggressively defends the nest and single 
handedly will take on predators much larger than itself. Two 
to four 3/4 inch by 3/5 inch creamy buff eggs with red brown 
spots are laid. Young are hatched in two weeks. 

 
Willie's breeding song is a sweet musical whistle, described as 
"sweet pretty creature". More often heard, however, is 
Willie's call, which is a rattling, non-musical "tick-a-tick-a-tick" 
sound. Willie uses this call when feeding, and to challenge 
intruders on his territory. 
 
Many Aboriginal people believe that if Willie takes up 
residence in your yard, a family death is not far off. 

 
Note: Many thanks to Lou for another fascinating piece. He 
was founding President of KBAS [1981] and again President 
and Conservation Chair of KBAS in 1989, but has been living 
and working in the Outback of Australia as an audiologist for 
13 years. Lou will be returning to the U.S. in about a year to 
retire and “Likely to settle back in my hometown of Ridgway, 
PA, but the Basin is a good possibility too.” Let’s hope it is the 
Basin! 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
http://www.winterwingsfest.org/
http://www.winterwingsfest.org/
http://www.winterwingsfest.org/
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Klamath Basin Audubon Society Officers and Board Members 
President *Kathy McKeehan 882-0291 berfert1@msn.com 

Vice-President *Darrel Samuels 850-5832 dsamuels@charter.net 

Secretary *Julie VanMoorhem 882-4488 jvanmoo@sisna.com 

Treasurer *Mary Kelley 783-3690 mkelley@blc.edu 

Members *Bob Kinkead 882-4910 rkinkead@fireserve.net 

 *Ken Johnston 883-7671 kljstn@msn.com 

 *Sherry Perry 882-1980 sherryperryphd@msn.com 

 *Molly Russell 884-3868 russellx1@msn.com 

 *Beth Zemke [714] 287-6988 bethzemke@yahoo.com 
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ALL AREA CODES ARE 541 UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

Klamath Basin Audubon Society Committee Chairs 
Conservation Marshal Moser 880-4629 Marshalmoser@gmail.com 

Education Ellen Minichiello-Boles 
Beth Zemke [714] 

576-4444 
287-6988 

Natureisit2@yahoo.com 
bethzemke@yahoo.com 

Field Trips Kevin Spencer 884-5739 rriparia@charter.net 

Grebe Editor Marilyn Christian 850-0084 mchristian1@charter.net 

Historian Ralph Opp 882-8488 kfopps@q.com 

Hospitality Beth Philips 723-2161 pidgeco@gmail.com 

Membership Kathy Essex 
Jo Massey 

273-7442 
883-7671 

tomkathy_1@charter.net 
Jomassey11@gmail.com 

Programs Jim Rooks 851-0209 runningyrooks@charter.net 

Publicity *Darrel Samuels 850-5832 dsamuels@charter.net 

School Grants Jim Rooks 851-0209 runningyrooks@charter.net 

Winter Wings Diana Samuels 
Anne Wenner 

850-5832 
882-1219 

dsamuels@charter.net 
Kcwenner@aol.com 

 
KBAS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL APPLICATION 

Local Membership Dues 
Individual: $20 
Student and Seniors (62 and over): $15 
Family:  $25 
 Here is my tax deductible extra contribution for $   
Total Enclosed $   

 
Check here if you are a current member of national Audubon 
Not sure of national membership status 
Name                                                                                                                         

Address                                                                                                                     

City/State                                                                      ZIP_                                    

Phone   e-mail    
Klamath Basin Audubon Society - Chapter Code C2ZT600Z 

Should you join as a first time member of National Audubon, please use 
the above Chapter Code on your form – we receive additional $$. 
Please contact me regarding: 
Gift memberships 
Volunteering for KBAS Committee activities 
Make your check payable to KBAS and mail with this form to: KBAS, P.O. 354, 
Klamath Falls, OR. 97601 
 

Mission: The Klamath Basin Audubon 
Society will provide the opportunity for 
all to experience and appreciate our 
region’s wildlife, focusing on birds and 
other natural resources. 

 
 KBAS is a chartered chapter of  the 
National Audubon Society. 

    KBAS general meetings are held at 

6:30 p.m. on the second Thursday of 
every month except June, July and 
August at the County “Meeting 

Room,” 4
th 

and Pine Streets, Klamath 
Falls. The agenda: 

6:30-7:00 p.m. 
Gathering and refreshments 
7:00-7:20 p.m. 
Business/announcements 
7:20-8:30 p.m. 
Program 

 The Board of Directors meets at 6:00 
p.m. the first Thursday of each month 

at the County “Meeting Room,” 4
th 

and Pine Streets, Klamath Falls. All 
members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 

 For address changes please contact 
both National Audubon Society and 
KBAS, Attn. Kathy Essex, P.O Box 354, 
Klamath Falls, OR. 97601 

 Comments and information to The 
Grebe Editor are welcomed and 
encouraged. Send to Grebe Editor, 
6749 Coopers Hawk Rd. Klamath Falls, 
OR. 97601 or 

mchristian1@charter.net. 

Check our website at 

www.klamathaudubon.org 

mailto:berfert1@msn.com
mailto:dsamuels@charter.net
mailto:jvanmoo@sisna.com
mailto:mkelley@blc.edu
mailto:rkinkead@fireserve.net
mailto:kljstn@msn.com
mailto:sherryperryphd@msn.com
mailto:russellx1@msn.com
mailto:bethzemke@yahoo.com
mailto:Marshalmoser@gmail.com
mailto:Natureisit2@yahoo.com
mailto:bethzemke@yahoo.com
mailto:rriparia@charter.net
mailto:mchristian1@charter.net
mailto:kfopps@q.com
mailto:pidgeco@gmail.com
mailto:tomkathy_1@charter.net
mailto:Jomassey11@gmail.com
mailto:runningyrooks@charter.net
mailto:dsamuels@charter.net
mailto:runningyrooks@charter.net
mailto:dsamuels@charter.net
mailto:Kcwenner@aol.com
mailto:mchristian1@charter.net
http://www.klamathaudubon.org/
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KBAS Education . . . by Beth Zemke, Education Committee Co-Chair 

 
PLAY Outdoors 2012: This past Saturday, KBAS had the 
opportunity to take part in one of Klamath 
Basin’s truly remarkable events, Promoting Lifelong Activities 
for Youth Outdoors. This event must be seen to be believed. 
Thirty-eight groups came out in force to familiarize children 
with outdoor activities. Over 1200 youngsters turned out with 
their parents to make binoculars, build bird houses, tie flies, 
learn camping safety, and much, much, more. Please try to 

find the article in the January 15
th 

Herald and News. They do 
a much better job of describing it than me. 

 
KBAS had a booth with three activities. We made binoculars 
using toilet paper tubes saved by several of our members 
(and a great big thank you to all). We also used Dichotomous 
Classification to classify birds of the Klamath Basin. Finally, 
several children helped the birds get revenge on people for 
damaging their habitat by knocking down block buildings with 
bird decorated ping pong balls. Thanks to Molly Russell, 
Darrel Samuels, Jim Rooks, Rick Handy, Bob Kinkead, Cory 

Kinkead, Kathy McKeehan, Ellen Minichiello, and Dale Zemke 
for helping to set up, work our booth, and clean up. Very 
special thanks to Molly for bringing her sister and brother-in- 
law. I know you all went home exhausted from the droves of 
kiddos coming through our booth. We learned a lot and plan 
on even better activities for next year’s PLAY Outdoors, 
January 19, 2013. Mark your calendars. You won’t want to 
miss it! 
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